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o Fran Gotcsik Recognized for
s %8 () Dedicated Service
* +06) "I
N, %-) *
$ In December 2003 Fran Gotcsik assumed the posifi@onservation Director with
Parks & Trails New York, formerly New York Parksdta@onservation Association.
00122 In 1991 this same not-for-profit organization hife@n to co-lead an effort to deter-
3L, mine local interest in a major multi-use trail dodacilitate the creation of what we
00 1224 !#% now know as the Genesee Valley Greenway. Shedas/kocal Coordinator from
567!)™ 1991 to 1994, directed the formation of the Frieofithe Genesee Valley Greenway
%; *+%) " 8 in 1994, served as an officer of the Friends asdraed the position of Executive
) t%(# Director in December 1996. Joan Schumaker, chB@VG member and current
00?2'2*' i treasurer, noted that “Fran’s early involvementhia creation of the Genesee Valley
5 b Greenway and her outstanding dedication to thigept@nd to the Friends of the
0 1229 %! Genesee Valley Greenway have been invaluable. “
"11
) On May 22nd Fran was honored by many friends ardariers at a banquet at the Genesee River Restal-
rant in Mount Morris. Tony D’Imperio, Friends meartand local reporter, recorded the following:
“Speaker after speaker praised Fran’s effectiveimeer efforts that created ‘miles of trail noweopfor
public use and enjoyment.’ Active Greenway mems
ber, Irene Szabo, about Fran: ‘She is one of those
very few people who become obsessed [about an
idea]; who become so enthused they want to shard.
Fran is one of those people who grabs opportunit
that's what makes me really value her.’
|
: Letters were read [including one from OPRHP Co
missioner Bernadette Castro], which commended
"4 Fran’s_ ‘Iegdership, guidance, persistence and bupdr
% organizational skills. * “
Other speakers included Ned Holmes, FOGVG
& president and Henry McCartney, FOGVG membe
% and Executive Director of The Landmark Society 0
Western New York. An active historic preservatio
ist , Fran has served as President of the Landmar
# ) Society and currently serves on its Board of Direc With Gratitude and Appreciation to
tors. ’
( el o, T
* Fran included the Genesee Valley Greenway corri f rances 5. g()t(ﬁl‘&
% dor in her preservation efforts, always pointing ou for her outstanding commitment, dedication and service
the historic features of the Genesee Valley Candl § ’ to
. subsequent Pennsylvania Railroad, Rochester creation of the Genesee Valley Greenway (1991 — 2003)
(y# Branch. and preservation of tiis historic transportation corridor.
0
This plague along with framed photos and prints o
- scenes from the Genesee Valley Greenway and thg
Genesee Valley Canal were gifts to Fran at the bafj
quet. SHE IS MISSED!




Of Special Note:

What's Happening on the Trail

contractor is C. P. Ward.

Culvert at York LandingDue to erosion, the bank on
the down stream side of the large culvert justisofit

Chili: A new trail section connecting Little Black York Landing was re-shored and reshaped by the DEQ

Creek Park with Genesee Junction is taking shape. Operations Crew.

Most of the construction is taking place on thetveide

of Scottsville Road from Little Black Creek to just NYSDOT's RTE. 36 and RTE. 408 Project - Mt. Mor-

south of the CSX Railroad. The trail will theropeed ris: Preliminary preparations for the highway work

west in the field south of the railroad over to Eege  have begun. The bridge work (GVG trail bridge and

Junction. The underground drainage structure is-comRte.36 bridge) awaits future determinations regeydi

plete and the north portion (south of Little Bla@keek) schedules and available resources.

has been landscaped. Fill material will be usefthtsh

grade adjustments and the ramp down from Sco#svilTEA-21 work has begun on the Allegany County por-

Road. Expectations are that the trail will be fiowal tion of the Greenway. The Region 9 Greenway crew

between Little Black Creek and Genesee Junction bebegan work on June 1: Eric Blitz, Roy Hale, JostkN

fore winter. This new trail is necessary sincevactail erson and Chris Brunetto. All four are graduafebe

line still exists in this location. Belmont BOCES center.  Eric, Roy and Josh have
certificates in Conservation and Heavy Equipment,

Route 253 IntersectionDOT reports this project is all while Chris has a certificate in Building Trades.

but finished and the highway has been reopeneé. Th

trail remained open during this project. Genesee FallsThe DEC Region 9 crew used an exca-
vator to clean a section of the canal prism thdtsiléed

Lehigh Valley Trail:We have received reports that thein, causing water to flow over the trail and intoaja-

bridge over the Genesee River at Wadsworth Junitiocent farmer’s field. The crew also repaired aoaii-

complete, forming a connection between the Lehigh era culvert that had separated and developed @ larg

Valley Trail and the Greenway. sinkhole. These projects were also of benefihéo t
Finger Lakes Trail / North Country Scenic Trail,ion

Trail at RTE. 20: The DEC Operations crew has re- follows that section of the Greenway.

paved the trail north of route 20 and has useexcess

material to reshape the trail south of 20. Hume: The DEC Region 9 crew cleared the ends of a
railroad-era stone box culvert that was plugged and

Browns Creek CulvertWork on relining and stabiliz- causing occasional flooding upstream. They irestiall

ing the culvert has commenced. The new lim@sbeen “Motorized Vehicles Prohibited” signs at severadado

delivered and sandbagging is in progress. Trdfidris

maintained and completion is expected this fale Th  continued on page 8

See a problem on the Greenway? Let Enforcement Off  icers Know!

Greenway law enforcement is provided by Stymu have specific problems, let us know. Theh
Park Police and State DEC Environmentak’ll detail patrols to address them.”
Conservation Officers and Forest Rangef$ie more information that can be supplied to th
working together and with state and local poliofficers, the better they can be in addressing gn
forces. These officers are eager to address iaaye. According to Major David Page of the Ne
issues or concerns, but cannot do so without Yioek State Park Police!In order to assure the
public’'s help. According to DEC Environmentahost appropriate and quick response, wg
Conservation Officer Lieutenant Peter Barton, #hcourage people to gather and record specifc
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Christmas came a week early for the Friends laseBéer with a generous donation from HSBC Banke $5,000 donation will

allow the Friends to produce a long awaited andhmeeded Greenway brochure. A colorful, attractiublication containing an

easy to use map of the entire Greenway Trail iangd. This brochure will be distributed in respois information requests and
made available at tourism centers, Chambers of Gacerand local busi-
nesses.

| Robert A. Boyd, Senior Vice President at HSBC BaiSi4\, presented the
$5,000 check to Joan Schumaker and Edward Holmésnds Board
| Members, at the HSBC Avon Branch Office. In dising the Genesee

| Valley Greenway, Mr. Boyd related some first hamgeziences that em-
phasize the importance of this project. "My fanglyd | have explored
sections of the Greenway in and around Rochestgrhane been both
surprised and pleased by the scenic vistas andtjpea discovered.
However, the lack of a good trail map was mosttfaisg."

The Greenway has received some important exposiee r@sult of its
inclusion in the Finger Lakes Travel Guide and bdisted as one of New York's Top Trails in theiowdally distributedOfficial
Rails to Trails Conservancy Guidebook: New Ydvken people call asking about which sections oftthié are open and where to
park, stay, or eat, all we can offer are threelbkatd white maps which are not that informative arelcumbersome to use on the
trail.

In addition to a trail map, the brochure will cantanformation about the Greenway Trail and theeRds of the Greenway organiza-
tion. Since the trail is 90 miles long, detailswhere to stay or eat will need to wait for the lpzgtion of a trail guide. In light of
the overwhelming research linking increased physictivity with improved health, we especially waatappeal to and encourage
use of the Greenway by those persons who mighthimikt of themselves as exercise or recreationalipcenthusiasts.

The Friends had hoped to make this new brochuriéal@&in summer 2004. Unfortunately publicaticastbeen delayed until late
this year with distribution in 2005.

FOGVG Annual Meeting - November 7, 2004
Program: “Canyon Light” - The Nature of Letchworth Park

The Friends of the Genesee Valley Greenway wiltilibeir Annual meeting on Sunday, November 7 abieference Center in
Letchworth State Park. To reach the ConferenceeCéunin at the large veteran’s memorial monumergrevtyou will find Caro-
line’s Cottage and signs for the South MaintendBgiéding. The left fork will take you to the maimtance building and signs for
the Conference Center which is beyond that complex.

Before the meeting, Letchworth State Park Naturaliel Friends member Stephanie Spittal will be ilgg@ walk to the Erie
Reservoir and old arboretum. The reservoir was asewater supply for the steam trains and theratiim was a dream of Wil-
liam Prior Letchworth. The walk starts from ther@rence Center at 2 p.m.

At 4 p.m.,Ray Minnick will present"Canyon Light" , a 45 minute multimedia color slide presentatietelorating the natural
wonders of the "Grand Canyon of the East," the gafjthe Genesee River in Letchworth StateParkt IP&Seasons," shows
dynamic images of forest, water, wildflowers andiNifie. Part Il. "Canyon, River and Light," capas the song and spirit of the
Letchworth canyon with award winning scenic phoaudrs - Nature's art, painted with light. Accompanby dramatic back-
ground music, "CANYON LIGHT" is a personal expeigerin nature appreciation. R&ya self taught Outdoor/Nature photogra-
pher who lives in Castile and photographs in thegsee Valley. His photographs have appeared iroambvers of magazines
such asAdirondack Life Country Journal, American ForesewNYork State Conservationist, Genesee CouemiyAmerican
Agriculturist. His work has also been publishedravél and corporate brochures, catalogs and caienda

After the program, FOGVG will hold a brief businasgeting and election of Board of Directors. Abab5:30 p.m. we will
have our traditional delicious dish to pass suppdease bring a dish to pass and your own talplécee Beverages will be sup-
plied.

The public is invited to attend all the day’s ativities.




Six New FOGVG Board Members

New members, Douglas Best, Richard DeSarra, Joltza Ho organizations. He additionally has considerableserpce in
Carol Gibson-Farley, Raymond Valeri and Charlests¢& strategic planning which will be an asset as a nezrobthe
joined the Board of Directors for the Friends oh@gee Valley Board. John's experience with the Adirondack Moim@iub,
Greenway, Inc. in 2004. These new members britigusiasm ranging from trail work to being Chairman of ther@see
and expertise to the Board that will be most vdeabguiding Valley Chapter of ADK, will also be most valuablin addition,
the direction and development of the Genesee V@l®genway. he has walked and bicycled the entire length ofGbeesee

Valley Greenway.

Douglas “Doug” Bestis a retiree from the New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation. Doug Real Carol Gibson-Farley resides in Mt. Morris adjacent to the
Property Supervisor at the Region 8 (Avon) Headgusiof Greenway and joins the Board as the local Mt. MoBieenway
DEC. His experience with land acquisition and eas#s) along Committee Chair. She works for Catholic Charitiés
with his knowledge of the workings of DEC (a partgeoup Livingston County coordinating the Wheels for Wéttogram.
with the development of the Greenway) will be inadile. A Carol is affiliated with the Mt. Morris Chamber Gbmmerce
resident of Lima, Doug also believes his intereghe outdoors, and three snowmobile clubs located in Livingstomnkbe and
photography and hiking will prove beneficial in Isisrvice on  Wyoming counties. In addition to being an avidwnwbiler,
the Board. she enjoys bicycling, hiking, boating and campimhter interest

in the outdoors and ability to work with and cooatie

Richard DeSarraretired from Rochester Gas & Electric Corpvolunteers will prove invaluable as a member ofBloard.
this year where he served as a Senior Adminiseraivalyst
and was awarded the Paul W. Briggs Community Servic Raymond Valeri brings extensive leadership experience to the
Award for volunteer work with the National Multipclerosis Board, having served ten years as an Officer irlthiged States
Upstate New York Chapter. Prior to joining RG&E1896, Army followed by ten years of teaching middle aedandary
Richard founded and operated a sporting goodd sttae for  social studies in Wellsville and Olean. Raymorsbdias
seventeen years and worked as Accounting Manager fo education administrative experience in pre kindeega A
transportation company. Since 1990, Richard has bemost resident of Olean, he enjoys many outdoor spodsidting track
active volunteer for not-for-profits both in the ¢hester area  and bicycling.
and at the state level. He has served as boarderenfficer,
chairperson and event coordinator for organizatsuth as the Charles “Chuck” Struble has organized a local Greenway
Rochester Bicycling Club, New York Bicycle CoalitioMS committee in Hinsdale and joins the Board as thestile
Society, Friends of the Genesee Riverway Trail, @edesee  Chair. Chuck is a Mental Health Therapist with Health
Transportation Council. Richard’s vast experieimcthe not-  Department of the Seneca Nation of Indians. Heyenj
for-profit world and his expertise in event coomtion will be  organized sports and has coached football and frankyouth
most welcome on the FOGVG Board. groups to college level. Chuck’s involvement witlie Genesee

Valley Greenway stems from an interest in a widéetg of
John Holtz , a Scottsville resident, recently moved from W. outdoor activities including hiking, bicycling, amdoss country

Henrietta. John is a process consultant in quality skiing along with a belief in the positive socialdeeconomic
environmental management systems and has speeaB®ip  impact of a well developed trail system, not omyour local
organizational leadership in for-profit and not-foofit area, but throughout the Northeast.

Volunteer Picnic— October 3 at Letchworth State Pek Parade Grounds

The FOGVG Board held their Second Annual Genesdiewa
Greenway Volunteer Recognition Picnic at the Pa@ominds
Shelter, Letchworth State Park. Gerald Kunselrhaitchworth
State Park Engineer, provided a guided walk onpia@ned
Greenway Trail detour around the gorge slide afdzrty
attendees enjoyed a picnic supper, followed by nae tiof
recognition and thanks.

About 45 volunteers enjoyed the first picnic at Begade Grounds in
September 2003




Geneseo Kiwanis Installs Mile

markers on Greenway
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The Genesee Valley Greenway continue]
benefit from successful communi
partnerships with the October 20
contribution of ten mile markers by t
Geneseo Kiwanis Club. The five feet 1
white oak posts were fabricated
installed by club members at miles 21 to|
along the Greenway trail in the Livingst
County towns of York and Leicester. T]
mile markers are a valuable addition to
Greenway as they provide a means for

users to identify their location in relation
Greenway maps as well as calculate
distance they have traveled. They

especially important for identifying locatid
in case of an emergency.

qg

The Greenway partners chose the design to
resemble the few remaining Pennsylvgnia

Railroad era mile markers that still exist

efforts of Eagle Scout Jamie Pike
Caledonia.

This is the second contribution that t
Geneseo Kiwanis Club made to
Greenway in 2003. In April,
worked with the York Central
Environmental Awareness Society al
SUNY Geneseo Circle K members
remove a very large, old pile of metdl
debris along the Greenway in the Town
York.

f

“It was a perfect day for us --- perfeq
weather, perfect teamwork, and excelleht
equipment that did all we expected arjd
more,” commented Geneseo Kiwanis Cly
President Dwight Folts. “In the process

completing the installation of the ten mil
markers, a number of Kiwanians who hg

along the former railbed that is now the

Genesee Valley Greenway. Fabrication of the markeas a
multi-step process for the Kiwanis Club. Membaérst fobtained
ten massive oak posts the size of railroad tiesnfibrathen
Logging of York. Half of the posts were donated Tnathen.
Club member Mark Ricotta then donated more thamei@rs to
trim the posts to form a pyramid-shaped top, staem white,
and rout and paint the mile numbers on two sidegyusaterials
donated by Geneseo Lumber.

Because of their size and weight, transport antliasion of the
markers was a demanding job for the nine club mesniverking
on the project, but Mark Ricotta of M&R Automotie¢ Geneseo
donated his flatbed, tractor and power auger toemide job
much easier. The recently installed markers arg ph a
continuing effort, led by the Friends of the Gemeséalley
Greenway, to place markers along all sections ehdpreenway
trail. The first set of markers, miles ten througrenty, were
installed last year in Wheatland, Caledonia, andkYbrough the

b
f
d
never been on the Greenway befofe
between Fowlerville Road and Cuyerville discovetieel beauty
and serenity that can be found there. Of particinerest was
the large pond just north of Cuylerville. Most hiaged in the
area all their lives and had never known of itsstxice or
beauty.”

“We appreciate the significant contribution of timed materials
that the Geneseo Kiwanis has made to the GenesdeyVh
Greenway this year. Their efforts are a modeltfa type of
community partnerships that are so beneficial te @enesee
Valley Greenway’s success,” commented Friends @fGbenesee
Valley Greenway past president Rod Carpenter.

“We appreciate the significant contribution of timed materials
that the Geneseo Kiwanis has made to the Genesdiey VR
Greenway this year. Their efforts are a modeltfa type of
community partnerships that are so beneficial te @enesee
Valley Greenway’s success,” commented Friends ®@fGkenesee
Valley Greenway past president Rod Carpenter.
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Friends Alter Membership Renewal Dates

In May 2004, members with renewals due in June 2004 or earlier, @itihngome past members, were sent
newal notices informing them that the Friends are movingsistem whereby all memberships are due in Sej
ber of any year. Members renewing at that time receivedb®eships through September 1, 2005. The FO
Board of Directors decided that having the same anniverséyfalaall members would greatly simplify reco
and reduce the work load involvedMembers with memberships expiring since June 2004 wioon receivd
renewal notices in the mail. We encourage all of you, inclugy those who have yet to respond to the M4

cess.

It has been a year since the last newsletter and the following lisd@scall renewing and new members during
time.We sincerely thank all those who have renewed theinemberships and welcom

new members who have joined us.

ew Members: Don BairdDoug and Renee Best, Radford Brown, Michael Busiiesyn
hnd Carol Farley, Judy Hendee, Paul Hayes, Gindi John Jkowski, Kathy McGowa
Edward JMurphy, Elizabeth M. O'Mara, Steve and Sue Saledobn and Cathy Skivingt
David and Elizabeth Smith, Hans Stras3emia Werbizky and Brad Edmondson, Geraldg
Carol Wildenberg,

Renewing Members Ron and Mary Abraham and Jessica Thomp&ahb and Nan
A\dams, Richard Ash, Marcia Ayers, William and R8@lderston, Harold Baar, Joe Bauma
Fugene and Pamela Bavis, Henry Baxter, Neil Bekbengloward Beye, Vicki and Glg
Bodman, Hugh Brantley, Thomas Burkman Family, Virtddurroughs, Kevin Butler, Jim 3
Mary Chest, Carl and Sonya Christensen,John andlydaDeHority, Romald and Judi
Cicoria, Robert and Mary Daniel Coop&ary and Shirley Cox, Albert and Sybil Craig,
D'mperio and Louise Michaud, William and Lois Dguck and Barb DeMyg Cheryl Dun
Jamie Dynarski, Robert and Patricia Edwards, Reegligh, Stee Evans, Donald Fernb
Anne Fischer and Bill Goebel, Paul and Gay Fransyl Rnd Vicky Gaeta, Malcolm 3
Marjorie Galton, Ralph Garnish, Genesee Valley mjkiClub, Mark Getzin, Coleridge
Carol Gill, George and Fran Gotcsik, Anna Guntlier, andMrs. Robert Hayes, Ronald
Ellen Herzman, Hollinger Family, Ned and Louise idek, Peter and Sally Humphrey, N
Jacobs,Marilyn and Bob Kaiser, Jo Kirk and Chuch StrickdarKeith and Judith Krod
Duentin and Libby Llop, Brian and Karen ManagartriBia Martin, Donald McCowanJame
McMaster, David McNitt, Anthony Mittiga, Al and SuBlyers, Davies Nagell.akelan]
Rovers, Little Beards Club, Bruce Oliver, Don anarB Phillips, Robert and Nancy Pier
Pete and Sue Piraino Family, Joe Regal, Ruth Bdizhbeth RiceJoyce Rikert and Aurah
Michaeli, Peggy Rosenthal, Gary Rouleau, Joan SekamLarry and Joy Seaman, Jay
L aurie Sharman, George and Kathryn Shaw, Stevegegirstephanie Spittal, John and
Stanton, Ann Marie Stockslader, Ddvind Grace Strong, Irene Szabo, Jim and Pat H
Mary Beth and Lawrence Tyndall, Stoddard Vail, V&fersteeg and Lawrence Jones,
Vitale, Mary Innes Wagner, James, Diane, Gregoaddéén and Kevin Walsh, Dave and K|
Wells, Bill White, Judy Whie, Robert Wood, Charles Woolever, Greg Wysock'an‘
ywemer and Laur8rewer

12th Annual Ridgewalk & Run— Sunday, October 17th—Wellsville, NY
Spectacular trail walks or competitive runs, abhwhasing the stunning fall beauty along the highidgie in western New York
Offers walking distances of 6,9,0r 14 miles or suzd 2 mile road walk. Benefits Allegany Co. Udit&ay and Wellsville Ared
Chamber of Commerce. Pre-registration only. Eaafy 900. See www.ridgewalk.com or call 585-593-5080
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continued from page 2

crossings in Fillmore to aid DEC Forest Rangersriforcing ATV laws.
The crew also installed a ramp at Dugway Road wtherérail grade ex-
ceeded the 5% maximum allowed under the AmericatisDisabilities
Act.

Belfast-Caneadea:The DEC Region 9 crew has cleared the trail betw
Belfast and Oramel, using a chipper to disposéef/egetation. They
installed wire fencing along the property linewabtocations where en-
croachment issues existed. Eight more pairs efsgaave been installed,
and additional gates are currently being builte €rew installed ramps at
Lake Road and Hughes Street, where the trail ggadeeded 5%. They
trimmed overhanging limbs and mowed along the presly cleared sec-
tions of the trail as well.

DEC and New York State DOT will be working togetloera project to
stabilize a section of Crawford Creek that is thering both the Greenway
and Route 19 near Oramel. Region 9 Real Propttiyteave already
monumented the Greenway boundary in the projeet are

At Rockville Lake, cottage owners have clearedth pfong the dam and
lake inlet, which provides a connection aroundi#tke outlet until a box
culvert can be installed to carry the trail acrbgsoutlet.

New Hudson: The DEC Region 9 crew dealt with several bealeerding
problems between Route 305 and Tibbetts Hill ROHuke crew also raked
ballast out of the trail north of Tibbets Hill Roathere it borders the former
Conrail bed.

Hinsdale: Region 9 Real Property staff will be surveythg Hinsdale
section of the Greenway this fall. Once the bouedare monumented, the
Hinsdale volunteers can start working on the onle-sgction north of Old
Route 16, which contains the remains of Locks 18D¥01.
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